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ABSTRACT

While the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business International (AACSB)
conducts an annual survey of business school faculty and administrative salaries, the data
do not include salary figures for logistics (and related areas such as transportation and
supply chain management) faculty. Since the growth in number of logistics faculty positions
has continued to exceed the output of doctoral programs in the field for more than a decade,
it is logical to assume that logistics faculty salaries, at all levels, are increasing. However,
without factual data, what salary should a new logistics Ph.D. expect, and what should an
administrator budget for a logistics faculty position? In order to provide such factual data,
the authors developed an electronic salary survey and distributed it to 236 faculty at colleges
and universities in the United States. It is the intent of the authors to conduct the salary
survey annually, and report the results in the Journal of Transportation Management.

INTRODUCTION

For the reader unfamiliar with hiring practices
in academia, a brief overview of the process will
enhance the understanding of the purpose of this
research. The typical business faculty position at
most colleges and universities in the United
States requires a terminal degree or doctorate as
a minimum qualification. Of the 445 business
schools/colleges accredited in the United States
by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools
of Business (AACSB) International, only 126

(28.31 percent) offer doctoral programs. Of those
business schools/ colleges offering doctoral
programs, only 17 (3.82 percent of the 445
accredited schools/colleges, 13.49 percent of the
accredited doctoral granting institutions) offer
doctoral programs in logistics, transportation,
supply chain management or related fields
(Mondello, 2006). The typical well-established
business doctoral program, including all
functional areas (accounting, management,
logistics, etc.) will enroll fewer than ten new
students each academic year, with average time



 
 Fall 2006               17 

Establishing a Motor 
Carrier Research Agenda 

 
 
 

Carlo D. Smith 
Missouri State University 

 
John L. Kent 

Missouri State University 
 
 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
The motor carrier industry represents an important linkage in a variety of industry supply 
chains and accounts for a substantial level of total logistics cost. This article combines a 
review of motor carrier research over the past 10 years (1996-2006), with input from 
executives representing common and specialty carrier services, to identify key areas of 
interest to guide future motor carrier research.  
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Transportation is an important link supporting 
the success of supply chain operations in most 
industries. Of the $736 Billion dollars in 
domestic transportation cost identified in the 
17th Annual State of Logistics Report, fully 79% 
($583 Billion) were attributed to motor carrier 
costs. Motor carrier costs accounted for 49% of 
total logistics costs and over 4% of the US GDP 
in 2005 (Wilson 2006). 
 
While supply chain management and logistics 
as areas of research have received considerable 
attention over the last decade, the authors 
sought to investigate the extent of research 
focused on the motor carrier industry. The 
purpose of this article is two-fold. First, a 
review of the past ten years of published 
research in the area of motor carrier 
management and operations is presented 
including topics and 

extent of coverage. Second, to offer a practical 
perspective of future research opportunities 
and interests, the authors’ interviewed 
executives of leading motor carriers including 
truckload, less-than-truckload, temperature 
controlled, flatbed, and tank carriers. 
Combined, the review of research and insights 
from the professionals interviewed are used to 
suggest important topics for consideration in 
an on-going motor carrier research agenda. 
 
The next section reviews research topics 
specific to the motor carrier industry from 
logistics and transportation related journals. 
The review is followed by results from depth 
interviews with executives from the motor 
carrier industry. The final section combines 
these inputs to suggest a topical agenda for 
consideration in future studies involving motor 
carrier management and operations.  
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The last 5 years have been exciting for the 
world of international liner shipping. Mergers, 
new and larger vessels, charter rates becoming 
more volatile and demand continuing to 
increase are just part of this world of liner 
shipping. 
 
This article is an attempt to highlight some of 
the issues that will be affecting international 
shipping in the forthcoming years. At its best, 
this article will be right on the money. At its 
worst, readers will look back at this article and 
wonder how the author could have been so 
wrong. More likely is that some things will 
occur as predicted, while others have not even 
been thought of yet.  

THE ISSUES OF CONCERN 
 
There are many influences that affect the liner 
shipping industry. It is hard to prioritize these 
influences as at any point in time one or more 
might have increased importance or relevance 
compared to others. Figure 1 depicts a 
Mindmap of the various issues that will have 
an effect on international transportation in the 
near future. Mindmapping is associated with 
Tony Buzan. The technique of mindmapping 
allows a more freestyle method of organizing 
your ideas compared to using traditional lined 
paper. Initially, the mindmap frees the user 
from assigning importance of ideas over one 
another.  

 
FIGURE 1 

MINDMAP OF ISSUES AFFECTING INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION 
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ABSTRACT 
 
In an era of budget deficits and financial cutbacks, the efficiency of state highway finances 
dictates future investment in road construction and maintenance. Considering the 
significant impact of highway infrastructure on the survival and competitiveness of the 
logistics industry, this paper aims to develop a meaningful set of benchmarks that will 
guide the state government authority in making wise investment decisions regarding road 
construction and maintenance. In particular, we propose a data envelopment analysis that 
is proven to be useful for measuring the operational efficiency of various profit or 
non-profit organizations. Using the examples of state highway finances for Kentucky and 
other comparable states in the United States, this paper illustrates the usefulness of data 
envelopment analysis for the efficient allocation of financial resources to road construction 
and maintenance.  
 
 

INTRODUCTION  
As a growing number of state governments in 
the United States have begun to experience 
severe budget shortfalls, they often resort to 
tax increases to balance their budgets. 
However, during the economic doldrums, tax 
increases can backfire, because they put more 
financial burden on businesses that have 
already suffered from slow revenue growth. 
Such businesses include the trucking industry 
that has historically operated on profit margins 
as low as 3 % of sales after taxes, compared to 
the 7 to 9% average profit margin experienced 
by the heavy manufacturing industry (Dun and 
Bradstreet, 1999; Lambert and Min, 2000; 
American Trucking Associations Economics 

and Statistics Group, 2004). Recently, the 
profit margin of the trucking industry shrank 
further; for instance, the profit margin declined 
from 3.08% in 1994 to 2.60% in 1999 (American 
Trucking Associations Economics and Statistic 
Group, 2001). With tight profit margins and 
increasing competition, additional tax hikes for 
the trucking industry can drive some 
struggling trucking firms out of business and 
consequently dwindle future tax bases. Despite 
such concerns, commercial carriers paid $30.2 
billion in federal highway-user taxes in 2002, 
approximately 40% of all highway user fees 
(American Trucking Associations Economics 
and Statistics Group, 2004). In addition, to 




